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NEW LABOUR LAWS WILL CATCH EMPLOYERS OUT

Most small businesses are not prepared for the Fair
Wark Act, writes Derek Parker

KEY issue for entrepreneurs
next year will be the new
from

the Fair Work Act, but 5o far many
small and medium-sized companies
are unaware of how they will be
affected, according 1o survey data.
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system of modem awards begins,
with 4000 awards merged into 100,
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developed a free online tool, the
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and ignorance will not be an aceept-
able excuse for non-compliance™
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Rodisich says o key reference for
AMEs s lhu Fair Work for Smdl
Business website (www.fairworktor-
amnllhminassm.w}. Set up Iw
COSBOA, Workforee Guardian and
Telstra Business, with funding from
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watch 30-minute
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place the minimum conditions. of
employment established by Work
¢ Choices At the same time, the new
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topics such as unfair dismissals,

collective bargnining changes toenti- ity of
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Another issue set to ememge in

2010 is the recusting of bankrupicy
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vonsumer debis and ivolve people
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debtors trying lo avoid pay
debts” says Attomey-General
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Bankruptcy  Legislation
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“Listen ta professionals’: Prushka

~chief executive Roger Mendelson

Picture: Andrew Henshaw

stay penod from when a declamtion
of intent to file a debtor's petition is
filed 1o when a creditor

But the proposals hive been uili-
cised by Prushka, Au.ﬁ:lhu n'pn
privately  owned
agency, -

“This decision shows nmlmm:
ignorance of the practical operation
of the system,” suys chiel’ executive
Roger Mendelson.

"As 5000 A5 S4Vy non-payers
become aware of the mnblﬁly af’
creditors fo enl‘nwe] 15, we

will see a blow-out in unpaid debis.
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"wu urge the government to listen

1o professionals in the bankmuptcy
Jjurisdiction and rethink these aspects
af the legislation.”
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